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beginning of 1898 the Mahdi, seeing himself threatened, began to send his forces north, and Kitchener engaged and. defeated them on the Atbara on April 8. The way was now clear for the final advance to Khartoum, and at the battle of Omdurman on September 2, the Mahdi's army—40,000 strong under the Khalifa—was practically destroyed, losing 10,000 killed, as many wounded and 5000 prisoners. Two days later Kitchener crossed the river from Omdurman to Khartoum, where on Sunday, September 4, a service was held in memory of General Gordon, close to the spot where he had met his death in 1885. The Egyptian army played a gallant part in these operations, but in the last phases it had been largely reinforced by British troops, and the charge of the 2ist Lancers at a critical moment in the battle of Omdurman is one of the immortal memories of that regiment. For sheer bravery the Dervishes could scarcely be surpassed. They came on, as was said at the time, in great white clouds, one following another without blenching, though each in turn was scattered and devastated by the British guns.
The Fashoda Crisis
Kitchener had scarcely time to look round before he learnt of the arrival of a French expedition at Fashoda on the White Nile, 600 miles to the south. Within a week he started up the river with five gun-boats and a small expedition, and four days later reached Fashoda, where he found Major Marchand with 120 Senegalese troops entrenched in a fort on which the French flag was flying. The Frenchman's position was critical, for he had been attacked by Dervishes three weeks earlier, and would probably have been attacked again and destroyed, but for the British victory at Omdurman and the arrival of Kitchener. But the French flag and the presence of Senegalese troops were serious facts in face of the warning of the British Government that the presence of a French expedition in the valley of the Nile would be regarded as " an unfriendly act."
Kitchener treated the immediate situation with tact and discretion, and contented himself with hoisting the British and Egyptian flags a little to the south of the French fort. But the incident reported home caused a serious diplomatic
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